Viscount Leverhulme
graduate," he has recently observed, " is not a patch on the c hard knocks 3 graduate.'5 Logically, this might almost imply a disbelief in anything beyond the rudiments of instruction. The phrase was really egotistic, for this same critic looks gratefully back to the education he himself received at the Church Institute of Bolton; and, after all, he sent his boy to Eton and Trinity. He has, indeed, remained a devoted adherent of the Congregational Church which provided his own education. He has furthered the aims of that body by splendid benefactions. And in education he has long since become a leader, because he has so often supplied bountiful help.
It is still to Mr. W. T, Mason, who was responsible for the training he received at Bolton, that Lord Leverhulme attributes something essential to his own constructive methods ; and he will point to Mr. Mason's eminent pupils still living in Lancashire with great satisfaction, for it was no mean roll. And the* names of his contemporaries are linked with certain landmarks in his life which I now propose to follow.
I look back more than fifty years. The young Lever's short period of education was soon to be exchanged for a busy life. If anything could add a charm to each stage of progression, those mystically inclined (and I do not exclude his lordship) may note that each of these stages has had some apparent connection with the number "four." The year 1864 had seen him hard at work learning from Mason. The year 1874 found him ready for a marriage in which he found great happiness. Then it ^w*as that he launched out recklessly on a home,
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